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The European 
exchange 
programme for 
Entrepreneurs

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs is a 
cross-border exchange programme which 
gives new or aspiring entrepreneurs the 
chance to learn from experienced 
entrepreneurs running small businesses in 
other Participating Countries.

The exchange of experience takes place 
during a stay with the experienced 
entrepreneur, which helps the new 
entrepreneur acquire the skills needed to 
run a small firm. The host benefits from 
fresh perspectives on his/her business and 
gets the opportunities to cooperate with 
foreign partners or learn about new 
markets.

Who can participate?
New entrepreneurs, firmly planning to set 
up their own business or have already 
started one within the last three years

Experienced entrepreneurs who own or 
manage a Small or Medium-Sized Enterprise 
in one of the Participating Countries



The general objective of Erasmus for Young 
Entrepreneurs is to facilitate exchanges of 
experience, learning and networking for new 
entrepreneurs by means of working alongside 
an experienced entrepreneur in another 
participating country.

The specific objectives of the programme are:

➢ On-the-job-training for new entrepreneurs in 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
elsewhere in a participating country to facilitate 
a successful start and development of their 
business ideas

➢ Exchanges of experience and information 
between entrepreneurs on obstacles and 
challenges to starting up and developing their 
businesses

➢ To enhance market access and identification 
of potential partners for new and established 
businesses in other EU countries

➢ Networking by building on knowledge and 
experience from other countries.

Opening the EYEs

of Entrepreneurs

Objectives



Benefit as a host 
entrepreneur 

● Work with an energetic and motivated new 
entrepreneur who will contribute with 
innovative views, new skills and knowledge to 
the host entrepreneur's business;

● Learn about foreign markets, expand business 
opportunities and engage in cross-border 
activities;

● Interact with businessmen and women from 
other European countries and become part of a 
dynamic European business network of 
successful entrepreneurs;

● Improve the growth potential of the company 
by establishing a business partnership with a 
new entrepreneur from another European 
country;

● Benefit from the assistance of professional 
intermediary organisations, which help you to 
search for a suitable business partner for the 
exchange;

● Option to use of the Erasmus for Young 
Entrepreneurs labels and certificate attesting 
your participation in the programme;

● You are a “would-be” entrepreneur, firmly 
planning to start a business OR an 
entrepreneur having started your own 
business within the last 3 years. There is no 
age limit!

● You are a permanent resident (as defined by 
the programme) in one of the participating 
countries;

● You have a concrete project or business idea, 
reflected in a business plan;

● You can clearly demonstrate your motivation 
and commitment to engage in a business 
relationship with an experienced entrepreneur 
from another participating country;

● You are prepared to contribute to the 
development of the host entrepreneur’s 
business; You are prepared to cover the costs 
of your stay abroad that exceed the EU grant

Benefit as a new 
entrepreneur 



Since 2009, CSCS coordinates the EM consortium 
of intermediary organisations located in European 
countries for realising exchanges between young 
and host entrepreneurs.

In 2019, the EU Commission has recognised CSCS 
as the intermediary organisation that has made 
the most entrepreneurial contacts during the 
decades of the EYE programme.

EM consortium’s partners are in Germany, Spain, 
Portugal, Czech Republic, France, Romania, 
Cyprus, Greece and Turkey.

The EM Consortium



Our Services
Since 2009 the Entrepreneurs’ Mobility Consortium led by CSCS facilitated 

over 1.500 successful business exchanges, involving 600 host entrepreneurs 

of 10 different European countries.

Follow up services
After the stay abroad of the young Italian entrepreneurs, CSCS built a series 

of after care services in order to help beneficiaries of the EYE Programme to 

remain focused on their business idea and allow them to exploit all the skills 

acquired and the entrepreneurial potential they’ve accumulated during the 

experience just done:

● information about potential sources of financing

● last adjustments to the business plan, if needed

● business development action plan

● contact with startup communities: cross-pollination of ideas can make 

your business stronger. Incubation programmes, hubs, clusters can 

help you so much

Relationships 
build

1500 Hosts 
Reached

1500

Over

100
Successful 

Stories 



Anyone  can participate in the Programme as a new entrepreneur if: 

● He/she is  firmly planning to start a business, based on a viable business plan
●      OR
● He/she have less than 3 years of total entrepreneurial experience.
● He/she (future) company or activity can be in any sector and there is no age limit (Note: all participants 

must be over 18 years old). 

However, the aspiring NE  must also:

● Be a permanent resident in one of the Participating Countries;
● Have a concrete project or business idea, reflected in a business plan;
● Be motivated and committed to collaborate during your stay with an experienced entrepreneur from 

another Participating Country; be prepared to contribute to the development of the host entrepreneur's 
business and make your skills and competences available;

● Be ready to complement the programme funds as needed to cover the costs of your stay abroad.
● Note that new entrepreneurs can only take part in the programme once. 

HOW TO BECOME A NEW ENTREPRENEUR
Requirements for candidates



● If anyone is interested in the EYE Programme, the very first step is  to updated CV, motivation letter, 
and develop a business plan to be submitted through the EYE platform to the EU Commission. 
The CSCS EYE team is available to help any interested candidate with the drafting and revision before 
of all the needed documents, before official submission

● The second step is to proceed with the registration of the New Entrepreneur (NE) on the official EYE 
platform, by selecting CSCS - Centro Studi 'Cultura Sviluppo' as IO (Intermediary Organization)

THEN:

● Our team evaluates and approves the application

● Once the application has been approved, the new entrepreneur can start looking for his host, i.e.; the 
host company in the destination country, among those present on the platform

● Once the host has been found, with the support of the CSCS EYE Team, the new entrepreneur and his 
or her host will draw up an activity plan detailing what they will do together during the experience

● Once this last document has been approved, the NE is ready to start his/her experience!

● On a monthly basis, the NE will receive a grant to support subsistence costs to stay abroad

HOW TO BECOME A NEW ENTREPRENEUR
Process description

Online 
Registration

CV and 
Business plan  

preparation
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of registration

Decision of 
the selected 

IO

Candidature 
approval 



The EYE Programme can be a valuable opportunity for University students and graduates, willing to 
achieve entrepreneurial skills through a mobility exchange abroad.

Exchanges with successful Host Entrepreneurs, in fact, will allow the NEs to strengthen their 
entrepreneurial mindset, and their soft-skills, increasing their adaptability to an international labour 
market

Besides, the continuous exchange with an experienced entrepreneur allow the Ne to better understand 
his/her career opportunities, in strong connection with the study curriculum.

The EYE Programme is designed to provide students with the opportunity to use academic knowledge 
to address real world challenges in an authentic context!

Opportunities for Universities



The CSCS EYE Team offers full 

assistance in accessing the grant 

and in developing the business 

plan that will have to be attached 

to the application, together with 

the formal documentation: a few 

simple steps, but essential in 

order to receive financial support 

from the Programme

Contact

  Centro Studi 'Cultura Sviluppo'

Tel   +39 391 452 8353

eye@cscs.it



Erasmus for young entrepreneurs

The European exchange programme for Entrepreneurs

DISCOVER MORE
https://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu


